
If a man does not keep 
pace with his companions. 
perhaps 1t 1s because he 
hears a different drummer 
Let him step to the music 
which he hears. however 
measured or far away " 

Henry David Thoreau 
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Dnm11n<'r , Jlong w11h lh<' Jn r rdnc '"·o 
ledlhN communily , Wd\ \addc•nC'd lo 
h ar of 1hc d<'dlh of HJnk Die1h<.'lm. 
ownN of Th<' Brig , bo1h loni.; 11m<' 1mt1-
1u11om on r ol\om Row. Evt•n mon• 
\ hocking were 1he dC'ldil\ of hi \ dc•Jth : 
\ lranguldl1on. blow\ 10 lhl' hc•ad. body 
handcuff<'d 10 d den Ii 1 \ chJ1r 111 hi\ 
bdscmenl , five sef)Jrdle fir<'\ \C'I 
1hroughout hi house. An <'Y<' w11 nes\ 
harren d along 10 rerort sC'eing lhl' 
susr t loddini.; up Hank's car Jnd driv­
ing off. 

Th' rolice have arre ted lhc \USP<'CI , 
impounding the car Jnd the loot , 
ac ording to n wspaper rerorts ­
which 1hem<,elve<, kept th M a f)N I'> 
of 1he ca e down 10 a roar . Weslill don '1 
know all 1he d tail s. Whe1her gJmes 
went 100 fJr Jnd the urviving player 
pa nick d, or whether Hank was chosen 
to be done in , w can 'I ay. Bui we cdn'1 
think of a more unlik ly vic11m. What we 
do know is 1ha1 Hank i gone and will be 
d ply mi ed. 

Along with I al her and Th Brig. Hank 
loved his home, opera , 1h 1hea1re, and 
wa a colle tor of anliques and ilver. He 
quielly and gen rously upported many 
au e in the ommuni1y, including 
nding thr<'<' men to hie ago a h year 

for th Mr. Int rnalional L<'alher on­
test. He made his money in 1he lea1her 
ommunity and h returned much of it 

in many cliff rent ways. 
I lik to remember that wh nC'ver 

Hank would all on another bar in th • 
area . h would rer onally pick up all the 
beer bottl on the tre t along the way 
and leave the returnabl <'mrtie with 
th bar h was vi iting, both to k p 
neighborhood pr ure down and not 
to arrive mpty-hand d. 

Hank Diethelm wa a good and 
decent man , hi bar has always b<'en 
well-run and giv ev ry ind1 at1on of 
continuing a a memorial to th man 
who made it th epitom of leather bars 
in an rran i co. Hi qui t and gen rous 
I adership on Fol om Row will b 
rememb r d for a long time to ome. 

A well-plann d and moving wake wa 
h Id unday, April 17 at Th Brig. H1 
fri nd came from all around to drink a 
toa t to Hank and what h stood for. The 
an Franci o Board of up rvi or sent 

a proclamation tating that they had 
adjourned arly out of r pe t for him. 
The floral arrang m nts bright ned the 
dark barroom, th mu ic was dynamic 
but cla s1cal and the mood ubdued but 
friendly. 

Ju t the way Hank would have lik d it. 
John H Embry 
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