“If a man does nol keep
pace with his compan-
ions, perhaps it is
because he hears a dif-
ferent drummer. Lel him
step to the music which
he hears, however mea-
sured or lar away.”
Henry David Thoreau

MALECALL/DEAR SIR Bluenoses and red-hot eggs. ..

CIGAR STUDS
Another inside look at the mystique of the Cigar—in this case,
exclusive shots of the initiation rites of a club called Cigar Studs.
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THE STORY OF Q REVISITED

Q, the slave of slaves, returns! Unavailable for many moons, the
classic Robert Payne/Olaf collaboration is back in print, ready to
devastate a whole new cohort of one-fisted readers.
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DRUMSTICKS
Pain and humiliation got you down? You could use a good laugh.

THE CONQUERING STRENGTH by Roy F. Wood
A young American’s attraction to a Latin American general leads
him into a sensual maze from which there is no escape.
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THE DOOM OF THE MARQUIS DE CHEVAL GRIS by Mason Powell
The author of The Brig spins a tale of exquisite revenge in the
manner of Poe, with a nod to de Sade. ..

JUST GIVE ME WHAT | WANT bi T.R. Witomski
None of that shit, Witomski! You know what we're looking for. You
know what we need. Give it to us—now!
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LEATHER NOTEBOOK
Larry Townsend considers the case of the broken tooth, and the best
way to brand your lover. ..
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JOHN KASS: CIGAR STRIP
San Francisco’s most famous male stripper peels down to the
essentials: leather gloves and cigar. Smoke gets in your eyes. ..

FOLDOUT POSTER: MR. DRUMMER ’84!
Harry Bush captures the coast-to-coast excitement!

DRUMBEATS Where the boys (and their Daddies) are.

38

DRUM by Bill Ward
Hard work for our hero leads to a big payofft.

INTERNATIONAL LEATHER SCENE
Contests and bike runs from across America, fisting in the Rockies,
and the first word on Sweden’s big Baltic Battle!

THEY’RE OFF AND RUNNING!
Mr. Drummer "84 heats up!

DRUMMEDIA VIDEO
Serious SM, a serious disappointment, some serious moonlight.. . .
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DRUMMEDIA BOOKS
Cavelo’s latest: The naked truth about the Three Musketeers.

94

IN PASSING For armpit lovers only!

Cover and Opposite Page: It takes a man to handle a stogie. John Kass, cigar smoker
extraordinaire. Photos by Jim Wigler,
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Nine years ago from about the time you
will be reading this, virtually the entire
staff of the Advocate got together with us
to start a newspaper, the Advocate’s new
owner discarding both location and staff.
Somewhere along the way we agreed to
disagree and went into the magazine
publishing business instead with an off-
the-wall idea entitled DRUMMER. But
the newpaper always seemed to be unfin-
ished business.

Today, with the California governor
vetoing the vitally important Gay Right To
Work bill, AIDS being a medical, social
and political plague in the community
(with both gays and their enemies making
the most and worst of it), the coming pol-
itical campaigns bringing out the Demo-
crats at their least and Reaganites at their
worst, the (straight) Olympic Games, and
who knows what else, the time seems to
be right.

Communication is one of the great
contributions the gay press makes.
DRUMMER and MANIFEST fill their
needs admirably. Each has been a success
in its own right. But there is another world
out there. The hetero press doesn't fulfill
it. The Advocate abandoned its role as a
newspaper, along with that staff, a long
time ago.

Enter our new effort. Alternate Publish-
ing very soon will be releasing a San Fran-
cisco/National newspaper unlike any you
have ever seen before. We think you want
it. We know we all need it.

The name?

Hasn’t been christened yet. But what'’s
in a name?

John H. Embry, Publisher
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