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"In Search of Pride'' 
By Fronk Norwicki, Mr. Mid-Allantic Leath.er 1993 

To many individuals the word pridt 
evol·'\~s various interpretations and emotions. 
To i;ome, pride of bemg a leaihennan or 
leatherwoman means ~ng skins and 
experiencing a sense of belonging. While to 
others, identifying with a very andividual~c 
viewofselfassuranceand confidcince in who 
they are says pride. As a regional titleholder 
who has traveled the country extensively, l 
would like to share with you some of the 
demographic and geographic 
•saghungs" ofleather pride th.at 
l have encountered. 

Before I share with 
you my experiences 
during the past yt:ar I 
would like to g 1 v e 
you some back­
ground history on 
my .. earliest" 
rcicollection of the 
l.eather life!>tyle. 

lllrst noticed 
what 1s called 
leather pride at 
the age of eight 
y.:.1n1 old. My 
fiuherand his lover 
have ~n in a 30 
year relationshi1> that 
opened my eye:. lO 

what pridt among 
ll!dlher tblk could mean 
back m lhe 1960's. TI1e 
leather environment was 
diffi!rent back lhen. l remember 
their many leather fnends socializing over 
dinnerpatt~and discussing nghts fOr •queer"' 
men and women a.s the word "gay" bad not 
yet been labeled. There were not any 
·1e.'Uher· bars to speak of at that time so ge1-
together.1would oc.:cur in hvrng rooms across 
the city. I recall I.hear fie~ se~ of 
camarndene as they would wdlk the strclt!t" in 
their skins wtlh confidence and yes. pride . 
Although l w.tS very young, I understood thitt 

the friendships they had were b~ around a 
special liti=style, one that meluded honesty, 
integrity and honor. Yea.rs later r came lO 
re.aJize that what I bad~ e~posed to WclS 

iod~d leather pride. 
During my adolescent and college years 

I Wd.S alwdys lll contact wilh th~ very men 
who re.ally became part of my "nuclear· 
family. It WdSll't until I was m my early 
twenties that I made a conscious and honest 

decision to adopt the label ·,ay" for 
myself. l~neveri.nlluencedio 

JOul.ing lhc leather lifo-scyle, 
1t wc1s more of an 

evolvement of fricend­
sb 1 ps and intense 

foelingsofbtlonging 
toa community that 
shared the same 
mter~. tulings 
and respt.!Ct for 
what they and I 
stood for. 

When J 
bec•une M1d­
Atlantic Leather 
1993, mnnyc.mo-

tlons surfaced. I 
foll that I bad come 

fuU circle an rem­
embering the expt!r­

iences I hltd at a young 
agtl wtth chose veryspt.!C1al 

•family" members. I JU.st 

kept chinking about bow 
overwhelming the notonety and 

responsibd1ties of being a 11tlebolder could 
encomp.i.s:. one's litt, and yc.t deep 111s1de, an 
intense feeling of pride had surf~. A 1>ride 
that would provide strength and comfort 
throughout my year a-;a representative of the 
leather commuruty. 

A week afu:r die M1d-AtJan11c com~ I 
was asked to take pan. m an auction for 
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